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CONVENTION HIGHLIGHTS 


MOST REVEREND JOHN J. WRIGHT, 
D.D. 
Bishop Wright Offers 
Mass For Teachers 

On Friday, November third, 
the Worcester County Teachers 
Association held its annual con- 
vention at the Municipal Audi- 
torium. Before this all-day meet- 
ing, a Mass was held at St. Paul’s 
Cathedral for the teachers at- 
tending the conference. 

Reverend John Wright, Bishop 
of the new Catholic diocese of 
Worcester, offered the Mass, then 
spoke to those assembled. 

The upper church of the Cathe- 
dral was the scene of this elo- 
quent feature of the convention. 
Approximately  twelve-hundred 
people took part in the service. 
Most of the Elementary division 
students of the Junior class were 
present, with the Senior sec- 
ondaries who are out apprentice 
teaching. 

On the completion of the Ordi- 
nary of the Mass, Bishop Wright 
stepped to the center of the altar 
and spoke to the teachers and 
future teachers, who anxiously 
awaited his message. In brief, 
the talk contained his thoughts 
upon the position of the teacher 
in our society and upon the posi- 
tion of the teacher in relation to 
Jesus Christ. Bishop Wright com- 
pared the work of Christ with 
present day efforts of the good 
teacher, because he said, “Christ 
also was a teacher.” Thus he 
placed the importance of the 
teacher in present society very 
high. He also thanked the teach- 
er for giving to God so many men 
as priests through their care- 
ful guidance and understanding. 
Many converts also were credited 


to the instructor. Finally, in his 
(Continued on Page 3) 


Teachers Hear Dr. 
Sacher and Dr. Hawkes 
At Annual Convention 


More than one hundred stu- 
dents from this college, with the 
teachers of Worcester County, 
took part in the annual teachers 
convention Friday, November 
third. 

A very fine and useful book 
exhibit was the center of attrac- 
tion for the S. T. C. students 
during the business meeting, since 
these future teachers were not di- 
rectly concerned with the business 
at hand. The leading book com- 
panies had sent salesmen who set 
up large and varied displays of 
useful teacher material. Much 
free material was obtained by 
the students. 


Those who attended the con- 
ference heard two interesting and 
enlightening talks by leaders in 
education in Massachusetts. 

In the morning Dr. Hawkes, 
who is familiar to all students at 
our college since his excellent lec- 
ture in November, spoke on 
teacher-pupil-parent relationships. 
His subject, of general interest 
to all those present, was made 
very entertaining by his presen- 
tation. He used humorous anec- 
dotes as illustrations, and was 
most successful in this approach. 


Dr. Abram Sacher, President 
of Brandeis University, was the 
principal speaker in the afternoon. 
He spoke on the subject, “In 
Defense of Tomorrow”. In this 
talk he tried to express his hopes 
that teachers would not let the 
world continue to grow more pes- 
simistic. He felt that too many 
youths had given up all hope and 
a desire to be successful in a de- 
grading world. The speaker ex- 
plained that the teacher could 
improve this situation by guidance 
and wise counsel. The college 
president spoke most eloquently; 
his audience was most sympa- 
thetic and learned a great deal 
from his speech. 


From the comments and con- 
versations heard after the comple- 
tion of the conference, it is ob- 
vious that it was enjoyed by all 
attending. Such conventions show 
that the teaching profession is 
made up of dynamic and humani- 
tarian people who struggle to 
secure the most for all those in 
their care. 


Assemblies a Feature 


of November 
Richard L. Gravel 

First it’s there, now it isn’t! 
Mr. Gravel, on December first, 
proceeded to mystify and baffle 
his audience to their complete 
bewilderment. He hegan by stat- 
ing that, “All magic is fantasy.” 
By Richard Gravel’s_ excellent 
performance we are inclined to 
agree. 

First he made a rabbit ap- 
pear from nowhere. Then with the 
assistance of Mary Celona and 
Paul Brosnahan, an egg dis- 
appeared into the universe by the 
use of a “gulley-gulley” bag. 

We all looked in awe at the 
wishing box and were complete- 
ly intrigued by the number trick. 
The program was concluded by 
the Hindu Circle with the aid of 
Vincent Mara and President Sul- 
livan. 


Paul Tibbetts and Wilfred 
Churchill 


How lovely music can be! State 
Teachers’ College students were 
entertained by Paul Tibbetts and 
Wilfred Churchill on November 
24, 1950, Their repertoire consist- 
ed of such fine songs a8: “Preach 
Not Me Your Musty Rules” by 
Doctor Arne; “If Music Be the 
Food of Love”, and “Man for 
Woman Made” by Purcell; also, 
three folk songs. The folk songs 
consisted of ‘“Cockles and Mus- 
sels’ by Arden; “The Sally Gar- 
den” by Butten. Mister Tibbetts 
ended his program with old favor- 
ites like “Shenandoah,” 

Mr. Churchill played ‘“Liebe- 
straum” by Liszt; “Juba Dance” 
by Dett; and ‘“Oberstern— 
Odwmeinholder” by Tannhauser. 

Mr. Tibbetts wrote a letter to 
Miss Kendrick expressing his sin- 
cere joy in singing to such a “live 
audience.” His last paragraph 
was exceptionally well phrased, 
“We have a great obligation as 
both teachers and professors to 
coming generations, and by hold- 
ing to a high standard we can 
fulfill that obligation.” 


Dolores Didonna 

Thursday, December 7th, was a 
day of pleasant memories and 
fond farewells, especially for the 
Juniors. On that day, Dolores 
Didonna, a former member of 
the Junior class, came as a guest 
singer to the assembly program. 

Her lovely voice in the strains 
of “Smoke Gets In Your Eyes”, 
“When You Remember Me”, and 
“White Christmas” recalled other 
days when that same voice graced 
our teas, parties, and Glee Club 
concerts. 


The Festival of 
Lights 
By NATALIE MANKOvITz 


This year the days between De- 
cember 4 and 10 were set aside 
by the Jewish people as Hanukah, 
or the Jewish Christmas, as it is 
sometimes called. Hanukah com- 
memorates the Maccabean vic- 
tory over Antiochus, the Greek 
ruler, twenty-one centuries ago. 

Different tales are told of the 
origin of the Festival of Lights. It 
is said that the repeating of the 
ceremony of lighting an addition- 
al candle for each day the holi- 
day precedes, (until eight candles 
are lit), stems from the miracle 
of the cruse of oil. When the 
Hasmoneans overcame the Syri- 
ans and rebuilt the Temple, they 
found that there was only one 
flask of oil. It contained oil 
enough for one day, but a mira- 
cle took place, and the oil burned 
for eight days. Thenceforth, each 
succeeding year at the same time, 
people gathered to celebrate and 
to sing songs of praise and of 
thanksgiving to God, who had de- 
livered them. 

The significance of this holiday 
is in the dedication ceremony. In 
medi€éval days, torches were used 
when the joyous Jews marched 
through the streets singing songs 
of liberty and of freedom. They 
praised God for aiding them 
against the evils of Antiochus, 
who wanted them to relinquish 
monotheism and pray to Greek 
Gods. The leader of this religious 
revolt was Judah Maccabean, who 
is one of the greatest Jewish 
heroes. 

The holiday is celebrated by 
the family gathering at sunset to 
light an additional candle on the 
Menorah and to retell traditional 
stories of the heroes and the hero- 
ines who delivered the Jewish 
people in medieval days. Games 
are played by the children, and 
gifts are presented. 

The importance of the holiday 
of Hanukah is the fact that the 
Jewish people make up the oldest 
nation in the world, having origi- 
nated in 5711 B. C., and have 

(Continued on Page 3) 


Dolores deprived us of her tal- 
ents, and her beauty, this year 


From the President 


Sometimes in this modern world 
we think of Christmas as a holi- 
day instead of a time of spirituali- 
ty. A slight amount of contempla- 
tion will bring us back to the 
original idea of Christmas. In 
most of Europe this day is known 
as Christ’s Birthday. The very 
name causes people to remember 
its real significance. 

The use of the Christmas tree 
and the exchange of Christmas 
cards are customs which have 
been introduced in modern times. 
Before these new innovations, the 
story of the birth of Christ was 
dramatized in the form of Na- 
tivity Plays in which Carols 
were sung. Many of these plays 
no longer exist; but many of the 
Carols, some of which have come 
down from antiquity, we still 
sing. Other Carols have been 
written fairly recently. These 
Carols contain the real spirit of 
Christmas. 

May we pray that the spirit of 
peace and good will to men that 
permeates the verses of the Carols 
will spread over the entire earth 
and bring peace to all peoples, 
for only in a peaceful world can 
we have national tranquility and 
personal serenicy. 

Mrs. Sullivan and I extend our 
warmest personal wishes to all 
members of the Worcester State 
Teachers College for a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New 
Year. 


From The “Acorn” 


The editor, the staff, and the 
faculty adviser of the AcoRN ex- 
tend to you the very best of 
greetings at this holy season! 

Remember, however, _ that 
“finals” are less than three weeks 
away upon your return from the 
Christmas Holiday. After you 
have stuffed yourselves with 
turkey, and returned all the un- 
useable presents, you’d best 
sharpen the old wit and spend 
a little time in preparation for 
the “big quiz”. 

Merry Christmas and A Happy 
and Prosperous New Year to all! 


Acorn Calls for Return 
of Faculty Assemblies 


when she decided to answer a 
call to the religious life. In Janu- 
ary she will enter as a novice into 
the convent of the Sisters of 
Mercy. Although some of us may 
never see her again, her sweet 
manner and angelic loveliness 
have left an impression upon our 
minds and hearts which will not 
soon be erased. We know that 
Dolores will be a wonderful Nun. 


The Acorn wishes to express 
to the faculty a plea that they 
will again take the platform one 
day a week as they have in days 
gone by. Many, many students 
have requested that the paper try 
to express a vote of public opinion 
in favor of the return of Faculty 
day. Students have been doing 
a splendid job of entertaining for 
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Editorial 


“Peace on Earth to Men of 
Good Will!” Thus spoke the 
angels to the world on the night 
of the birth of Jesus Christ. A 
Savior of mankind was born to 
die so that Man (if he proved 
himself worthy) might again enter 
Heaven. 

Man 
mission 


has since forgotten the 
of the Lord, and is re- 
turning to the animal stage of 
avarice and hate. The world has 
become too interested in the ma- 
terial elements of life, and too 
bored with its own meager at- 
tempts to retain some interest in 
the spiritual needs of man. 


Too wrapped up in the com- 
mercialization of a sacred season 
to look inside the superficial cover, 
human beings have let this most 
holy time become merely a jovial 
period of getting together to ex- 
change material objects, not to 
exchange spiritual greetings. It 
is a period of rejoicing, but only 
because an Infant would soon be 
Man enough to save us from eter- 
nal damnation. 


Our Savior was born amid the 


New England Christmas 
By GrrALpD SANDLER 
I saw the valley filled with snow. 
I watched the cold December blow, 
In North winds seeking out the homes, 
Where warmth reigned high; and fire 
foams 
From out the fireplaces. Of winter she 
had no care, 
And thought not if it stung the mare; 
Or sent the chickens huddling close; 
Or made the worn trees stand morose. 
She answered: “This is not my domain. 
Mine runs from wall, door, and pane!” 
I watched the grey smoke go winding 
Up the chimney; then, in finding 
The open air, go mect it madly— 
To chill, dissolve, leaving sadly 
A memory of lighter days than now, 
Of frail May’s reborn green leaf and 
bough. 


The plains stretched on for mile on mile, 
In a broadening, strengthening smile on 


most humble settings to instil in 
us the humility of man in the pres- 
ence of the Almighty. Humility 
has become too small a part of us. 
Even at Christmas we are not al- 
ways humble. 

The lack of good will has 
brought upon the world nothing 
but chaos and destruction since 
before the time of written history. 
When will we learn to have the 
right feeling for our fellow beings? 
We know that then—and then 
only—shall we obtain peace, yet 
we do not take the steps to reach 
that peace! 

God wanted this earth to be 
a place upon which man might 
live spiritually in a wonderful 
environment, otherwise He would 
not have made the world so beau- 
tiful and so fruitful. Why cannot 
we live up to His expectations? 

Let us begin this Christmas to 
live the lives of people who know 
what Christ did for us, and who 
will live up to the standards set 
for us so that we will not need 
another savior to keep us from 
everlasting damnation! 


An older brother with great axe in hand, 

With permission by father, in manner 
grand 

Proceeded to conquer the rugged ways 

Of a stunted pine, for Christmas days. 

Romantic sister with splendid fury 

Had hoped to please the spirit jury; 

Now, she awaited reward and pleasure, 

And, in a girl's way, them, to harbor and 
treasure. 

I watched the gaiety grow and subside, 

I watched the gifts; how many politely 
lied 

To keep the feeling everlasting. 

But, these things were not in the cast- 
ing; 

A greater hand was to work its mira- 
cles. 

The holiday was gone, and the pinnacles 

That had been attained, began to wane, 

A closing part, to a sweet refrain. 

How wonderful it was, to be of cheer, 

Renewed at Christmas time each year! 


The houses 
shades; : 
The lights put out, and all asleep, 
And in the sky where daylight fades, 
The stars shone from out the deep. 
But, there to the east another one, 
Its message to all unfurled; 
Its light across the heavens shone— 
Courage—in a dim and darkened world. 


stood now as darkened 


December 18, 1950 


Acorn Boy of the 
Month 


Sophomore Class 
By IRENE BUTKIEWICUS 


Why has Robert O’Brien been 
chosen as the personality boy of 
the month? That is easy to answer. 
His friendly personality, humor, 
and keen intellect have made him 
a friend to everyone. 

His all around skill can be seen 
in the various sports. Football 
and basketball monopolize the 
picture. 

Robert is a graduate of St. 
John’s High School where he was 
nominated president of the Catho- 
lic Students Mission Crusade. 
This program included furthering 
Catholic Action among students. 
Since entering State Teachers, 
Robert has been a reliable mem- 
ber of the Newman Club. 

Robert has also been in the 
Glee Club for two consecutive 
years. 

Good humor, persuasiveness, 
intellect, and keen wit—these are 
the attributes which will make 
Robert a friend to everyone he 
may meet. 


ROBERT O'BRIEN 


Contemplations 


By JoHN Srmpson 


What ever happened to those 
old fashioned New England 
winters? 

Why don’t more of our students 
take in the better or finer aspects 
of enjoyment? 

Should we féte our boys de- 
parting to the service of their 
country or will a precedent be 
started? 

Some of our girls want cheer 
leaders; others, pre-game rallies. 
Where’s our spirit, people? 

Congratulations 

To Bernard Dayutis on his 
recent marriage. 

To Joan Sweeney for her 
forthcoming marriage. 

To the Juniors and their Prom. 

Belatedly to Paul Fidrych on 
his August marriage. 


Assets 
Richard Clifford and his apt 
debating, 
Miss Gilbert and her simple 
enjoyments, 


Gene Trainor and his co- 
Operative way, 

Claire Owens and her great 
write-ups, | 


Acorn Girl of the 
Month 


Sophomore Class 
By ANNE V. ROCHETTE 

Did you hear someone laugh? 
Well, if that someone has red hair 
and twinkling blue eyes, chances 
are it is Claire Loughlin, for 
rarely is Claire seen without a 
grin, 

However, she uses her voice 
for other purposes besides laugh- 
ing. She is a talented singer and 
a member of the Girls’ Glee Club. 
Piano-playing, tennis, swimming 
in the summer, and ice-skating in 
the winter, are some of her other 
interests. 

Besides the Glee Club, Claire 
belongs to the Newman Club, 
(where she has served as her di- 
vision’s representative for two 
years), and to the A.C.E. On 
weekends she works in MacInnes’ 
where she is fast becoming an 
expert in the art of selling baby- 
clothes. 

Friendliness, vitality, good hu- 
mot, versatility—all these quali- 
ties will combine to give Claire 
success in whatever pursuits she 
undertakes, now, and in the fu- 
ture. 


CLAIRE LOUGHLIN 


Richard Lang and Richard 
Turcotte to the Basketball team, 

The ability to decorate of the 
Junior Girls, 

Freshmen in the Glee Clubs, 

Mr. Shea and his friendliness, 

Richard Daly and his ’50 Ford, 

Al Gaucher and his kindliness, 

Shirley Wallace and _ her 
monologues, 

Adele Nalepa and her excel- 
lent soprano voice 

Things New 

Gym floor 

P. A. System 

Track team—maybe 

Andrew O’Connell’s “new” car 

Plaid ties and skirts 

Talent of the “Frosh” 
Farnsworth’s Famous 

“Eye way is highway to his- 
tory”, and 

“No sweat. No sweet” 
A holy Christmas to all! 
A happy vacation to everyone! 
A healthful rest to most! 


Freshman Dance Committee 
General Chairman, Miss Carol 
Hoey. 
(Continued on Page 4) 


DR. EARL B. SHAW 
Dr. Earl B. Shaw, Head 
of Geography Dept. at 
S. T. C. Since 1933 

“The Time Passes, But The 
Work Remains” is the motto of 
one of S. T. C.’s busiest profes- 
sors, Dr. Earl B. Shaw. 

In the Fall of 1933, Dr. Earl 
B. Shaw came to the Worcester 
State Teachers College to head its 
Geography department. 

Before this time, he had been 
in Worcester to get his Doctor’s 
degree from Clark University. 
He came to our city from St. 
Louis where he had taken his 
undergraduate and graduate work, 
and had taught in the Geography 


|| Department at Washington Uni- 


versity. 

Dr. Shaw’s present school 
schedule here at our college con- 
sists of six three hour courses for 
the upper classes. As if this were 
not enough work, he is also Chair- 
man of the Scholarship Commit- 
tee, a member of the publicity 
committee, and faculty adviser 
for the Geography Club. 

At home Dr. Shaw makes use of 
available time to rest from his 
busy schedule; nevertheless he 
does take time to “punch the 
piano a little bit”. 

Dr. Shaw has done much for his 
profession aside from his teach- 
ing. He has contributed about 
fifty articles to different Geo- 
graphic publications, including 
The Geographic Review, Econom- 
ic Geography, and The Journal of 
Geography. He is an associate 
editor of the last two publications. 
He has also collaborated with 
other experts in the field in the 
authorization of two books, 
American Empire and America At 
War. Possibly one of his greatest 
contributions took place in Shri- 
venham, England, where he set 
up and directed the Department 
of Geography at the American 
University for Servicemen, be- 
tween July 1945, and January 
1946. 

His traveling has been fre- 
quent and extensive. He has visit- 
ed every continent except Austra- 
lia and Antarctica and hopes to 
visit these two regions before too 
long. 

Because of his capabilities as 
an administrator, Dr. Shaw was 
chosen president of the Na- 
tional Council of Geographers for 


the 1949-50 season. He is now a 
(Continued on Page 4) 
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CHRISTMAS CONTRIBUTIONS 


Christmas 


By ALICE TABER 


The stars looked down upon the 
earth in amazement and in sad- 
ness. It was well over nineteen 
hundred years since one of their 
number had proclaimed the birth 
of the King of all mankind. They 
remembered the night well. Chris- 
tina, a kind and gentle star, sud- 
denly started to grow brighter 
and brighter with an inner light. 

“Christina!’”? Care-Not, a neigh- 
boring star had said, ‘What 
is happening to you?” 

“God has given me a mission. 
He has said that I shall proclaim 
the birth of His Son on the earth 
by reason of my great light.” 

“Oh,” said Care-Not. “Why 
didn’t he choose me, or Love- 
less?” 

“T don’t know,” said Christina. 
“All I know is that He said He 
could use my light because He 
knew that I would want to do 
it. It makes me feel very warm 
to be so bright. Perhaps He 
thought that you would not like 
that.” 

“No, I certainly would not, but 
if it were for God’s Son I could 
stand it, I guess. Tell me, Chris- 
tina, why is He sending His Son to 
Earth? I thought God realized 
that He made a mistake when He 
made the earth and those strange 
creatures called people. Why 
should He let His precious Son 
live on earth?” 

“Oh, Care-Not, God never 
makes mistakes. I thought you 
knew that. He loves those crea- 
tures called people. In fact, I 
think if His love were not infinite 
He would love them only. You 
see, He made them in His image, 
but they cannot understand what 
God meant them to be. There- 
fore, He will send His Son to tell 
them.” : 

“But those people will not 
listen. God has spoken to them 
through other people. What are 
they called?” 

“Prophets, you mean?” 

“Ves,” 

“T know, but God is not ready 
to give up yet. He is sure the 
people will listen to His Son. How 
can people be bad after knowing 
the Son of God?” 

“They will be,” said the cynical 
Care-Not, who winked and 
blinked and went to sleep. 

Christina did not sleep, how- 
ever, but grew steadily brighter 
and brighter. The news traveled 
all over the Heavens. All the other 
stars were filled with the same joy 
and exultation as Christina, and 
shone clear and bright, but their 
brilliance was a mere fraction of 
Christina’s. 

Suddenly the Heavens broke 
forth in music. The angels were 
singing a glorious welcome to 
God’s Son, born on earth that 
night. 

Christina and her companions 
looked down upon the earth and 
saw a lowly stable. They watched 


shepherds and wise men come and 
worship God’s Son in that lowly 
place. 

Care-Not woke up and wit- 
nessed the scene with a grudging 
wonder. 

“Why, Christina,” asked Care- 
Not, ‘do you think God chose a 
stable for His Son’s birthplace? 
The earth people consider wealth 
and pomp so important. I should 
think His Son would have been 
born in a palace.” 

“No, Care-Not, because God 
does not need the people’s parade 
and ostentatious show to make 
His ways known. He wants them 
to know that worth is in charac- 
ter, not ornamentation. See—al- 
ready they understand! Men 
with great earth riches, kings 
over many people and much prop- 
erty, are worshipping the King 
of kings! What a wonderful time 
this is! I am glad that I had some 
small part in proclaiming the 
birth of God’s Son!” 

The years passed, and Chris- 
tina watched God’s Son grow and 
become a man. She watched as 
crowds gathered to hear His words 
from God. She was hurt and dis- 
appointed when she saw people 
turn away from Him. 

Rumors came back to the 
Heavens that all was not well on 
the earth, and that God was very 
sad, because the people could not 
understand the wisdom of His 
Son. Christina was very unhappy. 

At last came the black day 
when the stars, not daring to show 
their light, looked down upon the 
earth and saw God’s Son cruci- 
fied. Christina wished that she 
was mortal and could die. How, 
how could people be so cruel? 
God would now have to give up. 
Even He could not love people 
who tried to destroy His Son. 

But what was happening? In- 
stead of returning immediately to 
His Father, God’s Son was ap- 
pearing again to those few who 
understood Him. Those people 
promised to tell those they met 
how much God loved them and 
how He wanted them to live in 
love and harmony with the other 
people of the earth. 

Christina wondered what would 
happen. Maybe these people 
could make everyone else under- 
stand. Christina told Care-Not 
of her hope. 

Care-Not scoffed at her. “They 
tried to destroy God’s Son, didn’t 
they? They’lldestroy these people, 
too. There are very few of them.” 

“T'll still go on hoping,” said 
Christina. 

Christina watched through the 
centuries. She heard it mentioned 
that many of the people had as- 
sumed the name of God’s Son— 
“Christians” they called them- 
selves. They said they would do 
as God’s Son had told them, and 
they built Churches in His honor. 

Now, at last the earth would be 
inhabited with God-like people. 
They would follow God’s laws of 
love and peace. 


These Christians commemorat- 
ed Christ’s birth. They called it 
“Christmas” and at that time 
each year, Christina glowed a 
little brighter than usual in mem- 
ory of her great mission. All the 
other stars were bright, too. Even 
as Christina sent forth her light, 
she was sad because the people 
on the earth were still acting in 
an unGod-like manner. 

If, in this Christmas season, you 
see a Star shining with a brilliance 
and purity unsurpassed, think of 
Christina trying to tell our weary, 
war-torn world that she remem- 
bers her mission. Have we for- 
gotten ours? 


The Empty Stocking 
By Dotores Lorp 

Once upon a midnight clear, 
far off in the distant land of 
Egypt, there was a child’s cry, a 
blazing star hovered over a stable, 
and wise men came with birthday 
gifts. This event happened cen- 
turies ago, but we have not for- 
gotten that memorable eve. We 
celebrate it with stars hung on 
the Christmas tree, the ringing of 
the bells, and the giving of gifts. 

We buy them, and wrap them, 
and put them under the tree. 
Dad receives his pipe and slip- 
pers; mother, her flowers and 
candy; sister, her scarves and 
gloves. We forget no one, adult 
nor child. 

All the stockings are filled. All, 
that is, except one. We have even 
forgot to hang it up. A stocking 
for that Child born in the manger. 
It is His birthday we»are cele- 
brating. Let us not forget that 
fact. 

Why not ask ourselves what 
He would most like? Why not 
give to Him loving kindness, 
warm hearts, and the stretched- 
out hand of tolerance? All these 
shining gifts make up the spirit 
of Christmas—‘‘Peace on Earth, 
To Men of Good Will.” 


Christmas 


By ANNE V. ROCHETTE 

Christmas is a time for jingle 
bells and mistletoe; of Santa 
Claus and reindeer; of gay orna- 
ments and green trees. But most 
of all, Christmas is a time for 
surprises. That’s why, today, I 
have a surprise for you! 

Excited? I thought you would 
be, because most of us have for- 
gotten what it is to be surprised. 
We have forgotten the dancing 
butterflies that used to proclaim 
(at least to our digestive sys- 
tems!) that the Christmas season 
had come again. Probably some 
of us do not even remember how 
we used to hang our largest stock- 
ing at the fireplace, anticipating 
joyously what it would hold in 
the morning! Furtive searching 
through forbidden closets, the al- 
lure of tissue paper rattling be- 
hind closed doors, the ushering in 
of mysterious packages, have all 
become a part of pleasant but 


passe memories. We have become 
so used to the wonderful, the 
unique, the beautiful, that we take 
all these things for granted. Some 
of us have even stopped believing 
in Santa Claus! 

But all this retrospection is 
beside the point. Here we are all 
excited because of the surprise. 
Here it is— 

From us—To you: 
Christmas! 


“TI Heard the Bells on 
Christmas Day” 


By RoBert SPAYNE 

“T heard the bells on Christmas 
Day”, and I lifted my eyes toward 
heaven; as a tribute to the Baby 
who lay in the manger so many 
years ago; as a tribute to the 
Boy, who was lost in the temples; 
as a tribute to the Man, who gave 
His life for the salvation of men’s 
souls. 

I visualized that beautiful 
scene in Bethlehem—Mary and 
Joseph, proud parents of the Child 
Jesus; sheep and cattle, proud to 
share their manger; the angels 
and the shepherds, proud to be of 
service to Him Whose coming was 
foretold; the three Magi, proud 
to bow before the true King. 

It was peaceful escaping into 
that world, where wars were minor 
skirmishes, not world-wide; where 
people discussed the way of life, 
and not the way to war; where 
the current topic was “Did you 
see that beautiful star in the 
heavens, last night?”; and not, 
“Do you think that Russia will 
start World War three?” 

I wished that our world could 
have known such peace as existed 
in the time of Christ’s habitation 
on earth. I secretly prayed that 
God would “calm the troubled 
waters”, as His Son did on the 
Sea of Galilee. Then I remem- 
bered Our Lady of Fatima’s plea, 
that the world, especially Russia, 
should return to God. If it did 
not return to God, a horrible con- 
flict would evolve. I recalled the 
terrible, bitter truth, that Russia 
still advocated the policy that the 
nation is God. There must not be 
any other god but the state. 

That Christmas Day was an 
antithesis. It was so peaceful day- 
dreaming; the international situ- 
ation was so critical. I did not 
think that I would see another 
Christmas with some parts of the 
globe at peace. I shall see another 
Christmas Day, and I shall hear 
the Crusade for Freedom Bell, 
ringing in Berlin; I shall also hear 
the mission bells of Korea, ring- 
ing for the U. N. Forces dead. 
May the world return to God. 
May there be “peace on earth, 
good-will toward men.” 


A Merry 


FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS 
(Continued from Page 1) 
continued to live up to their tra- 
ditions all these centuries in spite 
of continuous wandering and a 

constant persecution. 


Thanks, Miss Shaw 
By Ropert SPAYNE 

Thanks, Miss Shaw, for the 
excellent displays which have 
been gracing the rotunda. These 
displays are tributes to the genius 
of the students, and the capable 
guidance of S. T= C.’s art director. 

The first two collections which 
were displayed were a group of 
modernistic schools and a group 
of futuristic homes. Many of 
the schools were of the type 
which are now being constructed 
in order to better educational fa- 
cilities. The most original house, it 
seemed, was the home constructed 
of cake. The pink icing was trim- 
med with coconut, giving it a 
brick effect. It was the handi- 


work of Joan Bryson. These dis- 
plays were projects of the Sopho- 
mores, divisions 1 and 2. 

The third display was one 
which will affect almost everyone 
of us; Christmas wrapping. The 
paper was painted with finger 
paints, and the gifts were deco- 
rated with pine cones, Christmas 
tree balls, lifesavers, and multi- 
colored ribbons. The most unique 
in this display was the gift, the 
front of which was wrapped in 
the design of a shirt, complete 
with a collar. Lifesavers served 
as buttons, and the paper had a 
green finish. These gift-wrapping 
displays were the genius of the 
Juniors. 

Again, may we sincerely thank 
Miss Shaw, and the art students 
for helping to make our college 
a brighter place! A spot of color 
can break a melancholy mood. 

Falling Leaves 
By “HANK” 

Snowflakes tiptoeing through 
the fallen leaves . . . elf-like Jack 
Frost, transforming windows into 
framed masterpieces the 
moon, spotlighting an ermine- 
clad countryside . . . the night- 
sky, encrusted with its breathless 
collection of jewels . . . the golden 
rays of dawn, searching every- 
where ’til each nook and cranny 
has felt its fond caress of warmth 
and tranquil quietness . . . deftly 
tufted cotton o’er the trees and 
shrubs . . . children’s shouts of 
joyous glee at Christmas .. . 
these are but “falling leaves” in 
my book of memories. 


BISHOP WRIGHT 


(Continued from Page 1) 
talk, the Bishop mentioned that 


many teachers had approached 
him concerning the formation of 
a teachers’ guild formed after the 
fashion of the guilds presently in 
operation for lawyers and doctors. 
He expressed a fervent hope 
that we would follow through 
with this idea and.form an active 
guild for members of the teach- 
ing profession. 

With these thoughts in mind, 
we, as teachers of the future, 
entered the convention with a 
better spirit and a more hopeful 
belief in the future, because we 
saw more clearly the very im- 
portant place of the teacher in 
any society which hopes to re- 
main strong and independent. 


Page Four 
CLUB 


DEBATING SOCIETY NEWS 

The Debating Society of 
Worcester State Teachers College 
started the season with rousing 
success by defeating the Clark 
University team at State Teachers’ 
on November 16, 1950. The team 
won by a two to one decision. 
Arguing for the victorious affirma- 
tive team were Nancy Jones and 
Richard Clifford. Mr. Clifford 
was voted best speaker. Partici- 
pating in the debate for Clark 
University, on the negative side 
of the national question, Re- 
solved: That the non-communist 
nations should form a new inter- 
national union, were Daniel New- 
man and Joseph Sumner. Mr. 
Newman and Mr. Sumner form 
the Clark negative team that won 
three out of four debates at the 
New England Forensic Confer- 
ence in New Hampshire. Although 
Worcester State Teachers Debat- 
ing Society was unable to attend 
the conference, they showed a 
fiery debating spirit by also de- 
feating the Worcester Polytechnic 
Institute’s affirmative debating 
team on November 30, 1950. The 
decision again was two to one in 
our favor, and Mr. Clifford again 
walked off with the honors of best 
speaker. Mr. George Reed, fresh- 
man, shared honors with Mr. 
Clifford. 

At 4:00 P.M., December 7, 
1950 at Holy Cross, W. S. T. C. 
lost the first debate of the year. 
Mrs. Rosalind Carpenter and Mr. 
Clifford argued valiantly, but had 
to bow before superior forces. 
Even the red dress Mrs. Carpen- 
ter so appropriately wore to warn 
of red communist aggression could 
not detract from Mr. Murphy’s 
speech, which was voted the best 
of the debate. 

Sometime in April, the Massa- 
chusetts Intercollegiate Student 
Legislature, made up of represen- 
tatives from Becker Junior Col- 
lege, Smith, Wellesley, Salem 
Teachers, Springfield College, 
Simmons, Wheelock, University 
of Massachusetts, Boston Uni- 
versity, M. I. T., and W. S. T. C., 
plan to take over the capitol and 
run a legislature made up of col- 
lege students. The collegians will 
debate student prepared bills in 
public hearings, on the floors of 
the House and the Senate. Each 
college will be permitted to send 
a limited number of delegates to 
the legislature, but all students 
will be able to attend the public 
hearings and try to influence par- 
ticular measures in one way or 
another. The possibility of stu- 
dent political and pressure groups 
organized for lobbying purposes 
has been discussed. The last meet- 
ing of the representatives from 
various colleges was at Smith 
on December 10. Those from 
W. S. T. C. who attended were 
Richard Clifford, Mary Simonelli, 
George Reed, Robert Barrows, 
and Bernice Gorman. 

Temporary officers of the Stu- 
dent Legislature are John E. 
Swanstrom of Clark, chairman; 
Miss Bette Knapp of Smith, vice- 


NEWS 


chairman; and Jane Ross of 
Smith, secretary; Univ. of Mass. 
has charge of the treasury, Boston 
U. of Arrangements, Springfield 
College of Rules, and Salem and 
W.S. T. C. of Bills. 


COMBINED GLEE CLUBS 

How busy a schedule can a 
club fulfill? Three important 
events mark the calendar for the 
Glee Clubs during the fateful 
month of December. 

There was a radio broadcast 
over W. O. R. C. Monday, De- 
cember the eleventh at 6:00 
P.M. This program dealt large- 
ly with the Christmas spirit; 
carols dominated the program. 

On Sunday, December seven- 
teenth at Cushing Hospital, 
|Framingham, both Glee clubs 
| gave a rendition of famous yule- 
tide songs. Fred Waring’s ar- 
rangement of “Twas the Night 
Before Christmas” was given. 
| Featured in “The Night Before 
Christmas” were Soloists Sam De- 
Feo and William Munroe. Santa’s 
five helpers were Virginia Har- 
pell, Myrtle Leamy, Shirley 
Dodge, Virginia Bees, Martha 
Nason and Rita Powers. 

Accompanists: Marion Sadick, 
Eileen Basiliere and Rita Powers. 

Other Soloists: John Simpson, 
Shirley Dodge, Patricia Palmer, 
Virginia Harpell, Jacqueline Lu- 
pien, Vincent Mara and Wayne 
Rutherford. 


GEOGRAPHY CLUB 

At the last meeting of the Geog- 
graphy Club the following officers 
were elected: Frank Quitadamo, 
President; Thomas Farrey, Vice 
President; Al Gaucher, Secre- 
tary. 

A planning committee was elect- 
ed including the president and 
vice president, Francis Kelleher, 
Jeanette Shevchenko, and Thom- 
as Todd. 

The plans for the year include 
several movies, a speaker, a field 
trip, topical discussions on Alas- 
ka, Korea, and Tibet, and a 
Christmas party. 


STUDENT CHRISTIAN 
ASSOCIATION 

The Student Christian Associa- 
tion held its monthly meeting No- 
vember 21st. Rev. Bicket, the 
spiritual adviser, spoke in an in- 
teresting manner on “The Nature 
of God.” 

Plans were discussed for a De- 
cember social meeting. Rev. 
Bicket invited the group to come 
to his church, the Congregational 
Church in Rutland for a Christ- 
mas party. His invitation was 
gladly accepted, and the party 
will be December 18th. There will 
be a supper, square dancing, and 
exchange of small gifts—grab-bag 
style. All those interested in the 
activities of the Student Chris- 
tian Association and who would 
like to become members, are cor- 
dially invited to make known their 
desire to Virginia Harpell, the 
president, or to Mr. Osborne, the 
faculty adviser. 


THE ACORN 


LE CERCLE FRANCAIS 

Le Cercle Frangais is in full 
swing for the 1950-51 season with 
a membership of about seventy. 
At the first meeting on Novem- 
ber 1 the members, one-third of 
them nurses, were cordially wel- 
comed by Stanley Warner, act- 
ing chairman. The business of 
the club was discussed, then 
Miss McKelligett told the mem- 
bers about the Club’s adopted 
god-child, Annie Meriadec, who 
lives in Brittany, France. For 
five years the members have been 
sending food and clothing pack- 
ages to her; this year, as usual, 
the Christmas package of toys 
and clothing was sent. A song 
session with Lorraine Plante at 
the piano followed. Refreshments 
closed the program. 

For the annual Christmas pro- 
gram on December 8th, the Soph- 
omores presented a play, Le Tom- 
beor de Notre Dame. This was 
followed by a party—exchang- 
ing gifts with the aid of Pére 
Noel. President Cecilia Houle’s 
committees for this program were 
as follows: Stanley Warner, Tree 
Chairman; Edgar Langevin, Jean 
Grenier, Doris Rondeau, Jacque- 
line Lupien, Claire Owens, As- 


sistants; Joan Wall, Program 
Chairman; Lorraine _ Plante, 
Phyllis | Maclssac, Assistants; 


Irene Foisy, Decorations; Adrena 
Oghidanian, Refreshments Chair- 
man; Carol Hoey, Yolande Arse- 
nault, Joan Rindfleisch, Barbara 
Egan, Patricia Cunningham, and 
Mary Simonelli, Assistants. 

The officers of Le Cercle Fran- 
¢ais are: Cecilia Houle, Presi- 
dent; Marjorie O’Malley, Vice- 
President; Irene Foisy, Secretary; 
Stanley Warner, Treasurer; Ad- 
rena Oghidanian, Social Chair- 
man. 


AS CoE. 

The Association for Childhood 
Education had a rare treat at 
their November meeting. Mary 
Alice and Sally Ann McCarthy 
told, in a delightful manner, of 
their interesting and entertaining 
summer in Europe. Their collec- 
tion of souvenirs was fascinating. 

A new feature of A. C. E. is its 
board. This board includes the 
officers and two members from 
the sophomore, the junior, and 
the senior classes. These newly 
elected members of the Board 
are: Mary Jane Harvey and 
Eleanor Burns from the sopho- 
more class, Mary Lou Cheney 
and Virginia Harpell from the 
junior class, and Lillian Ceder- 
lund and Hazel Drapeau from 
the senior class. These members 
will work in conjunction with the 
officers to plan the meetings. All 
these meetings stress good educa- 
tional practices for young chil- 
dren. 

The Christmas party on Decem- 
ber 12th was fun for everyone. 


FACULTY ASSEMBLIES 

(Continued from Page 1) 
all the school, but now many want 
the faculty to once again do 
their share of entertaining. So 
come on, “profs”, help out the 
chapel period by returning Fac- 
ulty day to us! 


December 18, 1950 


SPORTS 


By ROBERT SULLIVAN 


Teachers Bow to 


Assumption 53-51 

Playing perhaps their greatest 
game in two seasons, the State 
Teachers College five bowed to a 
fast breaking Assumption quintet 
53-51, before 150 partisan fans 
in the Greyhounds gym, Decem- 
ber ninth. 

The teachers showed great im- 
provement over their initial per- 
formance against the alumni. The 
Lancer ball-handling, play mak- 
ing, and set shooting was superb. 
Co-Captain Donald Howard re- 
ceived 20 points, the majority on 
35 foot set shots. Paige Rowden 
played a standout game off the 
boards, and his defense maneu- 
vers completely baffled the As- 
sumption team. Every member of 
the squad played a truly magnifi- 
cent game. It is hard to single out 
any one ball player for honors. 
All should be proud of their per- 
formance. 

Assumption jumped into an early 
lead, and at the ten minute mark 
led the Lancers 13-7. The second 
quarter was all State Teachers 
as the Lancers outscored the 
Greyhounds 19 to 11, to pull into 
a 26-24 point lead at half time. A 
brilliant set shot by Donald How- 
ard, with ten seconds remaining 
in the first half, provided the two 
point cushion. 


MUSIC APPRECIATION CLUB 

On Friday, December 8, the 
Music Appreciation Club pre- 
sented their annual Christmas 
party. The main attraction at this 
meeting was the program of the 
rhythm band of the kindergarten 
from Tatnuck School, under the 
direction of Miss Edith Van Bus- 
kirk. 

The children were most enter- 
taining and showed obvious poise 
and good training. They joined 
with other members of the club in 
community singing, as well as in 
community eating. Over ninety 
people in all participated in the 
affair. 

The members of the organiza- 
tion who deserve the credit for 
making the party such a success 
are: Ruth McTighe, Martha Na- 
son, Jean Boyce, Ann Moffit, and 
Rita Powers. They were ably 
assisted by other members of the 
organization. 


LITERARY CLUB 

On the evening of December 8, 
Father James Brennan, profes- 
sor of Shakespearean literature at 
Holy Cross College, lectured to a 
group of approximately twenty 
students on his interpretations of 
Shakespeare’s Tempest. The lis- 
teners were given a glimpse of 
Shakespeare’s personal life, as it 
affected his writing. Father Bren- 
nan enhanced his review by his 
own philosophical observations. 
Refreshments were served. 

In January a party will be held 
in the college cafeteria. The com- 
mittees will be composed of: 
Beverly Brodeur, Mary Perry, 
Charlotte Ingram, and Raymond 
Strickland. 


Lancer Court 
Team Faces Toughest 
Schedule in History 
Nineteen Games Listed to Date 
The Lancer basketball team 
1950-51 edition, led by Coach 
Jack Eager and Co-captains Don- 
ald Howard and Leo Bohigian, 
will be out to better last season’s 
record of seven wins and eleven 
defeats, but the squad will be fac- 
ing some of the best small college 
and military basketball teams in 
Massachusetts and Rhode Island. 
The starting Teachers quintet 
is still in doubt with all positions 
hotly contested between incoming 
freshmen and veteran hoopmen. 
Co-captains Howard and Bohig- 
ian head a nucleus of eight ret»rn- 
ing lettermen. Howard was last 
season’s high scorer, hooping two 
hundred forty one points in eight- 
een games. He will be out to bet- 
ter his last year’s total this season. 
The enlarged enrollment at 
State Teachers College this year 
should guarantee capacity crowds 
for all home games. The team 
needs everyone’s support—fac- 
ulty and students alike; so let’s all 
unite behind Coach Eager and the 
basketball team. 


FRESHMAN COMMITTEE 
(Continued from Page 2) 

Music: Margaret Carty, Chair- 
man, Patricia Goguen, Elmer 
Haskell, William Simmons, and 
Clinton Boutwell. 

Decorations: Peggy Ann Scan- 
lon, Chairman, Hubert Barry, 
Donald Brown, Grace Creedon, 
Virginia Dolan, Bernard Hanion, 
John Kearney, Thomas Gibbons, 
Margaret McMaster, Adele Na- 
lepa, Mary Perry, Lorraine 
Plante, Gertrude Cooney, Robert 
Beauregard, Mary Whalen, Don- 
ald Duffy, Anna Weber, Shirley 
Kujala, Nancy Jones. 

Dance Orders: Jane Grady, 
Chairman, Kathleen Mayo, Grace 
Adjelelian, Mary Celona, Jac- 
queline Lupien, Doris Rondeau, 
John McMenemy, Bernard Han- 
lon, Thomas King, Richard Dy- 
mek, Dorothy Doon, Patricia 
Cunningham, Eileen Gould, Doro- 
thy Zailsky, and Barbara Szcze- 
panek. 

Chaperones: Carol Hoey, 
Chairman, Paulina Peters, Janet 
Ostergard. 


Publicity: John Kearney, 
Chairman, William O’B rien, 
Claire Abrazinski, Douglas 


Weeks, Paul Maloney, and Pat- 
ricia O’Connell. 


DR. EARL B. SHAW 
(Continued from Page 2) 
member of the Executive Board 
of that organization. Worcester 
has also shared in the profits of 
his administrative work. For the 
past six years, Dr. Shaw has 
served as Chairman of the 
Worcester branch of the Foreign 

Policy Association. 

We at S. T. C. certainly have 
every right to feel proud of our 
most successful and accomplished 
director of Geography. 


